
Thank You, 
Marji Morris!!





“It's been almost 13 years ago I joined the AWC class, I was scared, 

intimidated and uncertain. Marji wanted me to share my stories, my 

feelings,  be creative, think outside the box and stand up and talk in front 

of strangers! You have to be kidding!

Marji showed me new ideas, new ways to do things, new friends and a 

new acceptance of my gifts and talents. She has become a mentor,  a 

teacher, a friend and now a co-worker. Do we ever butt heads? Yes, but 

with her guidance and leadership tools I've learned not to always lead 

with my "feelings" and sometimes I need to toughen up because it's not 

about me.

Marji has opened up my eyes to find my passion for serving and for the 

promotion of Awareness Washington County. When she is "on" Marji is 

incredible to watch and listen to as she facilitates a group. I'm in "awe" 

of the knowledge she possesses and even after all these years, I'm 

thankful and grateful I still learn from her at each AWC class. 

Thank you my friend,  I love you and wish you continued blessings for 

your retirement and beyond!”

Yvonne Maxey







“Marji has been such a positive influence on 
Awareness!!  She, along with Cheryl, have made 
AWC a Nationally recognized Leadership 
Program! Washington County has truly benefited 
from those she has taught, both in school and in 
Awareness!  It is an honor to call her a co-worker, a 
mentor, and a friend!”

Deni Stempowski







“Our paths intersected many times 

over the years and I’m so grateful 

they did. I have garnered a great 

deal of wisdom from Marji and 

honored to call her my friend. 

Congrats and job well done!”

Mindy Gunn





“A friend is someone for 
whom you're willing to 

change your opinions. A 
friend is someone you look 
forward to seeing and who 

looks forward to seeing you: 
someone you like so much, 

it doesn't matter if you share 
interests or traits. A friend is 
someone you like so much, 
you start to like the things 

they like.

A friend is a partner, not a 
leader or a follower.”

https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=like%20so


“Thank you for everything you have done 
and continue to do for your community.  
You are an amazing and caring person who 
I am very glad to have met and be a part of 
AWC that was a great learning experience 
for me.  I wish you the very best in all of 
your future endeavors.”

Wayne Blevins







“Meeting Marji Morris changed my 
life. I have continued to work on 
myself every single day since. I 
appreciate her more than words 
could say.” 

Jami Mudd



The mission of the AWC board is 
to lead, promote, and support a 
program to educate servant 
leaders for the betterment of the 
community.







“One of the great things about growing 

up in Salem and moving away is 

moving back and getting to know 

people again as an adult. I’m thankful 

that I’ve gotten to know Marji, Ms. 

Morris, again. She’s a real difference 

maker, always has been.”

Tara Kritzer
 



WE THE YOUTH





“Thank you for your years of 
dedication to AWC. Your passion for 
making Washington County a better 
place shines through with each class. 
You are definitely a servant leader 
and mentor.”

Nona Wade







“There are individuals that are blessed with a desire 
to teach and to nurture and to help others discover 
gifts and strengths in themselves that so many 
would never see. Marji Morris is one such individual. 
She has bestowed our community with her gift- the 
gift of showing another the path to improving 
themselves and growing into the person they can 
be. We are fortunate we have her, and those of us 
who have had the privilege of knowing her cannot 
help but be the better for it. I hope she knows what 
she has done for her community- and for the greater 
world- one authentic conversation at a time.”

Stephanie N. Vines







“Happy retirement to you!  Many 
thanks for all you have done for 
Awareness Washington County 
and the community.  Hoping your 
retirement is filled with great 
things!”

Brenda Castueras







“Marji, the work you do is life-changing. Thank you for sharing your life’s joys 

and struggles and opening up with us throughout the class. It was blessing to 

have you as a teacher when I was a child, but then to know you as an adult was 

even more special. I hope you have a journal somewhere or write a book 

because your life has had a great meaning and continues to and your story 

should be shared. I wish you all the peace, relaxation and fulfillment you get in 

your retirement! 🥰♥”

Renée Mather 







“I’m from the infamous class of 2012, where our 
personalities were... Well anyway! Marji and I fall in 
the same coordinate, so we hit it off! I learned 
invaluable lessons from her, I use them daily! Enjoy 
retirement, Cowgirl!”

With love & happy trail wishes,
Stephanie K. Rockey







“I’ve known Marji for over 20 years, long before 
Awareness was in my life. A few things that 
come to mind immediately when I think of Marji, is 
her strong sense of confidence and self, while 
also being generous, selfless and a teacher at 
heart.

All of her traits make her such an asset to this 
community & radiate beyond just those who know 
her.” 

Jennifer Hutchinson





Retreat 
Prep



“Marji Morris, a beloved 
Washington County 
treasure, who I am 
honored to call my 
friend.”

 Corey Churchman







“Marji is a true example of a servant 
leader.  She has poured her time and 
energy into making sure others have 
the tools they need to reach their 
goals.  She is an amazing teacher, 
mentor, and friend.”

Amy Abner







“Exuding excellence in herself to be the 
best leader she can be for those around 
her, Marji has truly led Washington 
County to embrace servant leadership! 
Her legacy will carry on for years to 
come!”

Ellen Mosier







“Marji has made it her mission 
to fill Washington County with 
well- equipped servant leaders! 
Her passionate work has 
transformed our community 
and I am tremendously grateful 
for all she taught me through 
AWC.” 

Cassandra Summers-Corp







“Marji's energy and love for our 

community is infectious. She is the 

perfect ambassador for AWC. She 

will be dearly missed, but her 

impact will last forever.”

Keith Nance







“Marji Morris was the BEST teacher my 
sons had when they were in her classroom 
and she was still teaching.  She is so wise 
and beneficial to whomever/whatever she 
is involved with. and  this community and 
AWC will miss her and her unselfish 
wisdom beyond measure..”

Paula Bortka Wells



adventure
[adˈven(t)SHər, 
ədˈven(t)SHər]
NOUN

1. an unusual and 
exciting, typically 
hazardous, 
experience or 
activity.
"her recent 
adventures in Italy"
synonyms:
exploit · escapade · 
deed · feat · trial · 
experience · 
incident · 
occurrence ·

https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+exploit&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+escapade&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+deed&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+feat&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+trial&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+experience&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+incident&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+occurrence&FORM=DCTRQY




“I  enjoy knowing she reads my text and she 

always has a comment on my crazy 

misspelling. She is always full of energy and  

so much fun to be around.”

Helen Pickens







“Marji,
I met you for the first time student teaching; you 
scared me. You have always ran a tight ship, and 
after going through Washington Co. Awareness I 
realized that a stern personality wasn’t wrong, it 
just wasn’t my personality. I learned from you that 
to be on a committee of any kind, I need to look for 
different perspectives other than my own. Thank 
you for 20 years of service!”

Kala Ponder







“Marji is the very example of 
Servant Leadership.  I consider 
myself lucky to have been trained 
by her and to now consider her a 
friend.”

Amanda Calfee







“Marji has been such a blessing to 
our community! You can see her 
passion for our county and the 
people in it through her dedication to 
AWC and role modeling of servant 
leadership.  Growing up I knew Marji 
as a teacher; I am now happy to call 
her my friend.”  

Kristy Purlee







 “In the last 8 months I have known her she 
is a caring, lovable and enjoyable person to 
be around. She has a great knowledge of 
the true leadership meaning. She cares 
about everyone she meets. I have learned a 
lot from Marji and hope to continue to get 
to know her better. Enjoy retirement Marji. 
Stay in touch.”

Marlana Hill







“No one can say goodbye to a 
teacher and mentor  like you, 
because you’ll forever be in our 
hearts! Happy 2nd retirement.”

Tami Branaman







 “I WAS ON THE BOARD , I THINK, 3 TERMS AND 
ENJOYED EVERY MINUTE AND A LOT OF THAT HAD 
TO DO WITH THE PEOPLE I WORKED WITH, 
ESPECIALLY MARJI.  THERE WERE TIMES WE HAD 
OUR DIFFERENCES BUT THAT IS PART OF WORKING 
TOGETHER.  MARJI YOU HAVE BEEN A GREAT ASSET 
TO THIS PROGRAM AND WILL BE VERY MUCH 
MISSED.  THAT BEING SAID I PRAY THAT THIS 
ORGANIZATION WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE 
AWESOME LEADERS FOR THIS COMMUNITY. “

Mike Motsinger







“I have been a fan of Marji since having her for 
Literature/English in middle school. She always challenged 
me as a student and looking back, I needed that and 
appreciate her belief in me. That continues with Awareness. I 
had wanted to take the class for years, but family 
obligations prevented it. i am so glad that she didn’t give up 
on me and encouraged me to forge ahead and join her last 
class. Again, she has pushed me to be my best leader and has 
a belief in me that I sometimes don’t have.
I want to congratulate her on her “graduation” from 
Awareness Washington County and thank her for her 
unwavering devotion to the core believes and teachings of 
being a good servant leader.”

Lana Hamilton







“Marji Morris has facilitated 
the practice of servant 
leadership for the past 
twenty years. Marji has also 
lived servant leadership.”

John Hammond





Marji’s
 

Favorite 

Emoji



“Thank you Margi for your 
leadership skills that has helped 
so many people though the AWC 
classes. It was great getting to 
know you and wishing you a 
great, long, and HAPPY 
retirement.”

David Voyles 







“Marji, you are an inspiration to so many 
with the way you carry yourself & project 
the image of someone strong and 
independent.  You set such a great example 
for others.”

Becky Crane



Coffee
 Club



“There are many 
wonderful places in the 
world, but one of my 
favorite places is on the 
back of my horse.” – Rolf 
Kopfle



“Marji is one of the most 
dedicated people I know.  She is 
helpful, insightful and is a great 
example of a servant leader.”

Kevin Albertson







“Marji is very passionate about 
everything she is working with.  
She is a very special lady.”

Tina Lee



Celebrating a future AWC 
member!





“It has been my pleasure getting to work 
with Marji.  She is the "face" of Awareness.  
She has been very influential and made such 
a great impact on our small community 
during her tenure as Co-Director of AWC.  
She will be greatly missed and I wish her the 
best with her future endeavors.” 

Joni A Muchler





Knowing that everyone is a leader and 
equipped with leadership qualities, AWC 
educates a small group of leaders annually 
and sends them out into the community to 
implement their leadership skills. The AWC 
program is designed to motivate and 
encourage community based leadership 
throughout Washington County. AWC has 
provided leadership training to several 
hundred residents of Washington County 
since 1982.  Awareness Washington County 
has established itself as a voice for change 
and force for change throughout Washington 
County.



“Marji,  I feel blessed and thankful to 
have taken the class while you were 
still an active part of it.. I know you 
are leaving AWC in good hands, but 
your expertise and knowledge will 
truly be missed.”

Barb Voyles







“The first time I met Marji I knew I was going 
to like her. It has been fun learning from 
and working with her.”

Andy Miller







“Prior to starting the AWC program, I met with Marji to 
tell her I didn't have time for it. That was hundreds of 
service hours ago, and I can't imagine life without the 
wonderful people, projects and smiles that make our 
community great. Thank you, Marji, for convincing me 
of the importance of servant leadership.”

Ray Owen







Marji enthusiastically leads by 

example; she has been, and 

still is, an inspiration.

 Gail Littell


